Cyngor Cymuned Tregolwyn
Colwinston Community Council
Nodyn Cyfarfod    Minutes  
Meeting of Colwinston Community Council held on 18th May 2026. The meeting took place immediately after the AGM at 7.00 pm.
Attendees: Cllr. Gareth Jones (Chairman), Edward Lewis, K. Jacobs, and Andrew Lycett. 
1. Apologies: Cllrs B. Morris, C. Nightingale, H. Thomas and PCSO Stone. 
2. Declarations of Interest and the nature of such interests:  Cllr A. Lycett declared a personal interest in agenda item 8 in that he was the nominated representative from the Council at meetings of the Old Ford Project. 
3. Minutes – The minutes of the meeting held on 20th April 2026 were received and approved.
4. Matters arising from minutes of 20th April 2026 not on the agenda  
Deposit Replacement LDP – Agreed that following the Senedd elections all the new AM’s be forwarded a copy of the Community Council’s representations re the Local Development Plan. 
5. Community Police matters – There were no matters reported.    
6. Public Question Time – There were no members of the public present. 
7. Vale of Glamorgan matters: During consideration of the report the Chairman drew attention to the health hazard being caused by overflowing dog litter bins in Colwinston as well as the lack of bins. It was noted that a few years previously the Vale Council had removed a number of bins in the area, without any consultation with the Community Council, with the CC later being informed that the decision had been made by the Vale as a result of the bins being filled with household rubbish on a regular basis.   

· AGREED that Cllr Cave’s report for May 2026 be accepted.
· Having regard to complaints by residents re dog litter bins overflowing it was AGREED that a letter be sent to the Vale Council requesting - that more dog litter bins are installed within the community, a copy of the timetable for the collection of the waste from dog litter bins and copies of the inspection programme and inspection reports of the play area opposite the community hall.     

8. Reports from Council representatives on Outside bodies – 
Old Ford Project Group – Cllr Lycett informed the Council that following the installation of the bird boxes purchased via the OVW grant signs of habitation were being recorded. The group with volunteers had cleared the stream and culvert with it anticipated the footpath would be relayed by the end of the month. The tree in memory of the late Cllr Carl Hadley was sprouting leaves and a couple of days in June had been earmarked to keep the site tidy. The Group were also wishing to erect a small footbridge over the meadow as well as decking. 
Application for grant funding to OVW - Councillor Lycett advised that the project sought the Community Council’s approval to submit a grant application to One Voice Wales (OVW) for plug plants and bulbs for the Old Ford Project site.  AGREED that the Council supports and approves that an application be made to One Voice Wales, as requested above, and that it be accepted that the Council would maintain and budget for the maintenance of the work if the application was successful. 
OVW on line area meeting 1st July 2026 – Cllr Jacobs advised that she would not be able to attend this meeting with it being AGREED that the Clerk attend on behalf of the Council. 
9. Finance:
Council Bank Reconciliation: It being noted that the first instalment of the Council’s precept had been received from the Vale Council for the year 26/27 it was AGREED that the bank reconciliation for March 2026 be approved with the bank balance being noted as 
£7,774.27.
Audit update – AGREED that the auditors reports be accepted and that the Council was most pleased to note that unqualified opinions had been received. 
AGREED – that the following costs be approved for payment:
· It being noted that the original costs quoted on the agenda  were slightly higher than what was currently anticipated it was agreed that the revised costs for the Heavy duty weed control fabric, membrane pegs and delivery charge of £89.80 including vat be approved. 
· Cost of Village website renewal subscription £30 payable to Cllr Andrew Lycett. 
· Cost pf plaque with inscription – “In memory of Community Councillor Carl Hadley OBE “– £95 from ETSY  - payable to K Bowen.
· Audit Fee invoice received £120 for 25/26 audit. It being noted that the Auditor said the records were kept in an excellent manner.
· Date protection commissioners annual fee which was set up by Direct Debit is £52.00.
· In noting that the invoice from Richard Morgan for grass cutting was awaited it was agreed, that following receipt of the invoice to avoid any delays in payment that approval be agreed for up to £600 to be paid.  
· Additional work at Meadow – Footbridge and decking – In noting the Old Ford Projects intention to erect a small footbridge and decking at the site over the meadow it was agreed that Cllr Lycett be reimbursed £225 for timber and £13.99 for screws being the cost of materials for the work.  
· 
10.  Council matters – Consideration regarding issues to be pursued with Llangan CC in respect of the proposed merger following the Local Government Elections in May 2027 was agreed to be discussed later in the agenda. 
11. Village Maintenance Reports: Nothing to report.  
12. Correspondence -   GVS had advised of a new member engagement event and OVW had forwarded details of a biodiversity event to the clerk.  AGREED that the GVS new member engagement event details be noted and that it be accepted that the Clerk had emailed the details of the OVW webinar information re Biodiversity to Cllr Lycett should he wish to attend.  
Meeting with Llangan CC re Council mergers in 2027. – The clerk informed Members that she had received an email from the Clerk of Llangan CC who had sought information regarding the names of the bank, insurance company, website company, payroll and grass cutting services the Council used as well as how many defibrillators it maintained. The Clerk had responded with the information and advised that an assets and liabilities detailed document was being put together having regard to the proposed merger. Members also considered it important that when any discussions took place the number of community council meetings during the year and how they would be communicated to Colwinston residents would also be significant matters to consider with Llangan.
Following agreement at the last meeting that a meeting be arranged in July with representatives of Llangan Community Council, the Chairman drew attention to a number of queries / questions that he had suggested be raised as well as other suggestions he had received from Cllr Lewis with it being AGREED that the Chairman, Cllr Lewis and the Clerk represent the CC at the meeting and that a list of assets and liabilities, queries/ questions be shared with Llangan CC and that Llangan be also requested to prepare a similar document prior to the meeting.    
Following consideration of the above, Members re-emphasised their concerns with regard to the merger proposals following the Local Government Elections in May 2027. In particular the concerns relating to the disparity with the number of Councillors proposed for Colwinston on the new Council, the disparity with the precepts of the two incumbent  Council’s, that the Councils had nothing in common, and it was suggested that the views of the new Senedd members as to how they perceived the proposals working and bearing in mind the fact that the Boundary Commission had originally recommended no amalgamation for the two Council’s be sought. Cllr Cave concurred that having regard to the Member changes at the Senedd since 7th May 2026 it was important that the concerns be reiterated and shared with the new Members at the Senedd. Members also considered it important to include the detail of the previous representations that had been made to the Vale Council which in their view had fallen on deaf ears and that in the letter an invitation be extended to the Senedd Members to attend a meeting with Members of the Community Council to discuss the matter further.    
AGREED That a letter be sent as soon as possible to the new Members of the Senedd for the Vale of Glamorgan area advising of the Council’s ongoing concerns with regard to the proposed merger of Colwinston CC with Llangan CC following the Local Government Elections in May 2027.  
  
13. Planning matters –
· Planning application no 2026/00339(Full Hud) Strone Cottage – All present stated they had no issues with the proposed application with it subsequently being AGREED - The Council had no objections to this application. 
· 
14. AOB – Cllr Lewis recommended that it would be useful for the residents of Colwinston that the contact details of the new Members of the Senedd for the area be uploaded to the Community Council’s website with it subsequently being AGREED that following the Senedd elections in May 2026 a list of the contact details of Senedd Members for the Vale of Glamorgan area be published on the CC’s website. 
15. The date of the next meeting - Members were reminded of the change of date for the next meeting being Monday 22nd June 2026 at 7pm.  
The meeting closed at 8.40pm.
